
MISD
Mansfield Independent School District

To: Mr. Mike Morath, Texas Education Commissioner

1701 N. Congress Avenue

Austin, TX 78701

Dear Mr. Morath,

The Mansfield Independent School District (MISD) has followed the process set out by House Bill

1842 (MB 1842), enacted by the 84^^ Texas Legislature and codified in the Texas Education Code
Chapter 12A in declaring itself a District of Innovation and developing a Local Innovation Plan. The

Local Innovation Plan was approved by the District Advisory Committee via unanimous vote at a

Public Meeting on June 7, 2016 and the Plan has been placed on the June 28, 2016 Regular School
Board meeting as an Action Item. The timeline, presentations, public meeting postings, agendas,

the Local Innovation Plan, reference material, and a copy of correspondence with your office can be

found by clicking the District of Innovation link under 'Quicklinks' on the right hand side of the MISD

homepage (www.mansfieldisd.org).

MISD's Local Innovation Plan calls for the district to opt out of the following sections of the Texas

Education Code:

•  §21.003 Certification Required

•  §25.0811 First Day of Instruction

•  §25.0812 Last Day of School

We are cognizant of the concern from the tourism community regarding our district opting out of
TEC §25.0811 and TEC §25.0812. We would like to emphasize that the 2016-2017 MISD calendar

has been adopted by the MISD School Board and will not be impacted by the Local Innovation Plan.

While a local MISD community stakeholder committee will ultimately make the recommendation to

the MISD School Board concerning the 2017-2018 and future calendars, MISD administration would

like to assure anyone who might share these concerns that we will work diligently with state

tourism leadership and our state legislators to gain a full and thorough understanding the impact

our academic calendar has on the tourism industry and the state budget. We do not wish to adopt

any calendar in 2017-2018 or beyond that would lead to a state budget deficit or negatively affect

the state's vital tourism industry.

The intention of the District Advisory Committee, made up of a diverse group of community

stakeholders, in recommending the district opt out of TEC §25.0811 and TEC §25.0812. Giving the

district the option to start school one week earlier in August and end one week earlier is beneficial

to the students, parents, and teachers of MISD in several ways. For example, transferring five

instructional days from the end to the beginning of the academic year allows for the following:
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